FACTS ABOUT THE REACTIVATION OF THE STATEN ISLAND RAILROAD & RAHWAY VALLEY LINE BY THE MORRISTOWN & ERIE RAILWAY
· October 2009  As of this date there is no change in the status of this reactivation 
because of the lack of funds from the State Transportation Fund.  We continue to monitor this project and will continue to keep you informed via this website.  We have, however, sent letters to many elected officials (and those also running for office at this time) asking for their support to convert the property adjacent to these lines to Green Acres for “Rails to Trails.”  (Refer to “Information” Section of this website for a copy of this letter.)

· May 14, 2009  Morris County plans to move ahead with a federally funded upgrade of a freight rail line that runs along the edge of Roxbury’s main recreation area of Horseshoe Lake, a project that has drawn some protests from the township, county officials said yesterday.  They said improvements to the line, which has not run trains to the Randolph commercial center for 15 years, could cause safety problems, putting trains within feet of residents who use a busy town-created biking and walking trail…It connects with the county owned High Bridge freight rail line, which is leased by Morristown & Erie Railway.  (The Star Ledger, May 14, 2009, “Morris moves to allay fears about upgrade of rail line.”)
· May 6, 2009  The effort to reactivate a pair of freight lines that crisscross Union County has officially been put on hold after loss of funding for the project due to the downturn in the economy, county officials said in April.  According to Union County Manager George Devanney, the state will determine when funding is reinstated and work on the project can resume.  It is unknown when funding will be available to work on rail roads.  (Cranford Chronicle, May 6, 2009, “Loss of funds puts the brakes on reactivation of cross-county freight rail.”)
· April 22, 2009  Plans to revitalize two railroad freight lines in the heart of Union County are suspended, according to county officials.  (Independent Press, April 22, 2009, “Plans for freight lines suspended.”)
· April 14, 2009  Gov. Jon Corzine said yesterday that improving New Jersey roads and rails are “part of our strategic future” as the state embarks on its largest-ever capital construction program.  To find planned improvements in your county, go to the state website (state.nj.us/transportation).  (The Star Ledger, April 14, 2009, “Governor unveils $3.6B plan for roads and rails.”)
· March 6, 2009   Stimulus money to fund improvements including Hudson rail tunnel and bus repairs.  In all, New Jersey will receive at least $1.1 billion for highway, bridge and mass transit work.  Up to $100 million more will be shared with New York and Pennsylvania for regional transit projects, though the breakdown has not been finalized yesterday, said Penny Basset Hackett, spokeswoman for NJ Transit.  (The Star Ledger, March 6, 2009, “Corzine outlines $900M in transportation projects.”)
· November 26, 2008  The long-delayed reactivation of railroad lines between Cranford and Linden has been delayed again, this time until at least June of 2009.    (Local Source, November 26, 2008, “Plans for railroad reactivation stalled.”)
· November 20, 2008  More than four years after freight trains were supposed to be running between Cranford and Linden, another snag in the project is expected to delay any rail operations well into next year.  Problems with the signal equipment for the rail crossings in Roselle and the time it will take to rebid and manufacture the new signals will likely preclude the line from becoming operational until at least June 2009, according to Gordon Fuller, chief operating officer with the Morristown & Erie Railway.  The State has restricted all recent funding for the project to be used only for the SIRR portion, with some state officials suggesting that the Rahway Valley portion may never be fully funded to enable completion.  (The Star Ledger, November 20, 2008, “Another roadblock for freight rail line.”)
